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Lara plant eyes 2024 build

Environmental groups flag move to oppose waste-to-energy plan

JessicaCoates

Developers of a  proposed
waste-to-ene rgy plant in Lara’s
industrial zone hope the facil-
ity will be operational by 2028
a It undergoes another state
assessment

Uneder the plans by Prospect
Hill [International, up to
00,000 tonnes of waste would
be diverted from landfill and
turned into  electricity each
vear atthe Mcohlanus Rd plant.

Drirector Ken Smith said the
project had gone back for fur-
ther public comment after the

An artist's impression of the
proposed was te-bo-energy plant.

Enwironme ntal Protection
Authority requested mwore in-
formation on the sites air,
odour  and  greenhouse  gas
emissions.

“The current timeline tor the

fadlity is commencemnent of
comstruction arourd late 2024
aiul operation arird
muid-2028," he said

“Prospect Hill will assess the
comments from the conmin-
ity from the crrrent round of
engagement and consider the
nead for any additional public
e tings”

The last public meetings
weere heeld in mid- 2021 with the
maost recent round of public
comnsultation ending last week.

“The design of the facility
has already taken into account
community concerns — the fa-

cility will be a state-of -the-art
Ener my-from-Waste (EfW) fa-
cility that will divert residual
waste from landfill amd im-
prove Victoria's environment
ard greenhouse a5 emissions
a well as providing highly
skilled jobs for the local come-
ity Mr Smithsaid.

But the project has already
drawn the ire of environmen-
talists and local reside nts citing
comerns about the technology
used, truck movements, prox-
imity tomewdeveloprme nts and
greenholse gas emissions.

Last week lawyers for Enwi-

ronmental  Justice Australia
and the Anti-Toxic Waste Al-
liarce revealed they had pre-
pared a submission o
Victoria's environmental
watchdog opposing the plant.

Anti-Toxic Waste Alllance
president Colleenn Hartlarnd
called on the EPA fo assess the
project with a level of scepti-
clsnm

“MNo matter where we come
from, the colour of our skin, or
how mch we earn, we all need
clean air to breathe, fresh water
tor drink and a sate, healthy en-
vironment,” she said.

“The scientific links between
podlution from waste incinera-
tors and detrimental impacts
ot human health are well es-
tablished, s0 EPA Victoria has
an obligation to refuse this ap-
plication.

According to the Engape
Victoria website, the state gov-
ernment 15 expected to make a
decision on the proposal in
coming months

The proposed plant s ex-
pected to generate 300 con-
stroction johs, with 30 roles
ongoing once it is fully opera-
ticral



